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The S.W.A.P. Team and Montreal Couture to unveil chic and upcycled handbags in sneak preview at the 18th edition of Montreal Fashion Week March 1-4, 2010
Handbags and accessories raise awareness and funds for both nonprofits
MONTREAL, February 26, 2010 – The S.W.A.P. Team and Montreal Couture, two nonprofit organizations based in Montreal, Quebec, announced today a special press-only preview of their upcycled handbags and accessories. An exclusive event during Montreal Fashion Week (MFW), the bags will be displayed in the MFW press room at Bonsecours Market from March 1-4. 
The bags, which have been designed in collaboration with Deborah Adams and produced from reconditioned leather, are the premier products offered by the new “PRODUCTION LOCALE” line of Montreal-made clothing and accessories. The first offering of the collection, the “007” handbag, touts many features, such as a detachable clutch, choice of colors, and room for a 15” laptop.
“Let’s commemorate the 18th edition of Montreal Fashion Week as an intelligent and responsible occasion,” explained Christophe Billebaud, Director of Montreal Couture. “Montreal designers stand out from the pack due to their care and concern for social and environmental issues. This bag is both a tribute to them and a call to action for the local industry to bring production back to Montreal and to the province of Quebec. If the GAP can do it, then why can’t we?” he added.

“We asked Deborah Adams to oversee the creative process for this bag because she exemplifies the innovation, style, energy and spirit of Montreal,” said Aleece Germano, President and Founder of The S.W.A.P. Team. Adams, the Montreal accessories designer who was selected to oversee the bag’s design, is known for her one-of-a-kind upcycled handbags and belts made from vintage leather clothing.
The “007” handbag and its accessories, which include the “Mini-Me”, a detachable clutch, were designed during two collaborative brainstorming sessions led by Adams. A small group of fashion journalists and tastemakers, including Lucinda Catchlove, who writes for Zink, Nightlife and other publications, as well as Carole Vallières, a fashion writer for Le Devoir were brought together for the sessions, and thousands of fans on Facebook and Twitter were asked for their input in real time as the sessions progressed.

“This could very well be the first time that the design of a ladies’ handbag has been crowdsourced,” said Germano. “It was an exciting and fun experience to gather ideas not just from the room, but live from the internet while we were deciding on design requirements and later, sketches.”
The “007” bag and its companion, the “Mini-Me” clutch will be sold to the public via online pre-sale in mid-March. Christophe Billebaud noted, “We intend to show consumers the complete cost breakdown of the price tag so that they understand that everyone involved is being paid a fair wage. Furthermore, there is no overconsumption or excess inventory because only pre-sale orders received will be produced.”
###

About The S.W.A.P. Team

The S.W.A.P. Team is a non-profit social enterprise with an international presence. It is the creator of "Take Off Your Clothes" – a giant clothing swap for charity. 
Thanks to its open model, The S.W.A.P. Team currently has chapters in Montreal, Boston, Ottawa, Toronto, Calgary, Halifax and Lausanne (Switzerland), and is ever-expanding. The organization is run entirely by volunteer effort, and has exchanged over 12,000 pieces of clothing to date – more than half of which has been donated to local charities to assist individuals and families in need.

For more information, please visit: www.theswapteam.org/press

About Montreal Couture
Montreal Couture is a not-for profit social enterprise whose mission is to implement restructuring projects for local clothing and fashion accessories companies and to reinforce their production capacities in Montreal and the province of Quebec.
To bring awareness to consumers about local production issues and to give a sense of responsibility to their purchasing power, in early 2010 Montreal Couture launched a new line of clothing and accessories branded “PRODUCTION LOCALE,” which aims at transforming every consumer into a “Fashion Activist” and allows them to knowingly participate in Montreal Couture’s socially responsible projects. 
For more information, please visit: www.montrealcouture.com/PRODUCTIONLOCALE/
About Deborah Adams

Deborah Adams is a Montreal-based accessories designer who creates bags and belts from vintage leather garments. She loves to make bags for those who have their own agenda, are happy with their lives, are not scared to stand up against corporate design, and who like to make a difference !
For more information, please visit: http://deborahadamsbagsandbelts.blogspot.com/
